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ABOUT HATCH
Hatch is the student-run incubator at Carleton University, supported by the Carleton

University Students’ Association (CUSA). Once operating out of UC 513, now running online,

Hatch is a place where both thriving and aspiring student-entrepreneurs come to access

exclusive resources, learn from experienced professionals, and network with like-minded

Carleton University students.

Our purpose is to create, innovate, and transform aspiring entrepreneurs in the Carleton

Community through providing educational and skill-building events, helpful resources,

mentoring from a variety of industry professionals, as well as networking opportunities, all

supported through partnering organizations.

We are proud of the role we’ve played in guiding budding entrepreneurs on their journey to

success, with this we have a vision for how our program can grow and expand in the

foreseeable future.

OUR MANDATE 

To inspire students to pursue a career in business ownership

To increase the accessibility of entrepreneurship resources to

the Carleton Undergraduate and Graduate community 

Provide the tools and mentors required for students to get their

business ideas off the ground and running

Provide guidance and lead our Hatch Cohort Startups into

pursuing further entrepreneurial opportunities when finished

our 12 Week Incubator program



 

Through continued support, direction, and funding under CUSA along with the

Sprott School of Business and TECHNATION Canada, Hatch has been able to

provide events, resources, and services to Carleton’s innovative student body

throughout the course of the Fall 2019 to Spring 2021 terms. 

Over the past two years, we’ve experienced significant hurdles from navigating

the duties of our new positions and limited budget to transitioning the entirety

of Hatch’s services and programming to an online setting in the face of the

Covid-19 pandemic. Despite these initial challenges, we’ve managed to forge

new partnerships, gain sponsors, host nationwide events and workshops hit a

record high in the number of startups in our program, as well as offer a

dynamic incubator program for ideation and early-stage startups. We are

proud of the numerous offerings we’ve coordinated through Hatch over the

past two years to engage and inspire students both in Ottawa as well as

across the country. With this, we are especially grateful for the many Carleton

University alumni and industry professionals who so graciously offered their

time and effort to help support and empower students throughout our

community. 

As our time as directors comes to an end, we would like to express our

gratitude to everyone who supported our efforts and vision for Hatch. With

special thanks to Adil Tahseen, Calvin Tong, and Shannon Jones whose

guidance has allowed the Hatch Program during this past virtual year to be so

successful and cater to a record number of students.

Thanks a million,

Kathleen & Brendan 

Revitalizing our place in the Carleton Community



Brendan recently finished his fourth year of his

Bachelor's degree in Economics with a

specialization in Finance. He is currently the

owner and the founder of BMcGannPhotos, a

photography and media-based company with

a focus on the automotive sector. He has

been capturing and sharing photographs of

cars since 2015 and has fallen in love with

combining two different creative aspects of

his life and putting them into one common

passion. Working with some of the largest

automotive manufacturers in the world such

as Jaguar/Land Rover (Special Operations),

Audi Canada, Ferrari North America, BMW

Canada, Acura Canada, and Pagani

Automobili has provided Brendan with

unprecedented experience and knowledge of

the industry. This initial endeavor led him to

Hatch in 2018 where he was a part of the

Winter Hatch Incubator Program and from

there in the Fall of 2019 took over the position

as Co-Director.

Kathleen Quinn SteevesBrendan McGann 

Kathleen recently completed her Bachelor's

degree in Global and International Studies

with a specialization in Global Politics. Her

interests in business, art, global development,

and environmental sustainability have fueled

many passion projects and even more ideas.

Her exposure to entrepreneurship was nurtured

while working as an assistant event

coordinator for LocalTalks, a speaker series

that engages creative entrepreneurs in

Ottawa’s business community. Following this,

her experience working as a business intern

and model for an up-in-coming fashion startup

in Barcelona, Spain, affirmed her desire to

pursue meaningful solution-driven ventures

and a love for the hustle! While continuing her

role as Co-Director of Hatch, this past year

Kathleen stayed busy collaborating with

faculty at the Sprott School of Business to help

with the design and development of the

Innovation Hub in the new Nicol Building at

Carleton University. Looking to the future,

Kathleen is confident that Hatch will continue

to support CU’s Innovative student body upon

her departure, and is excited for the year

ahead, full of new challenges and adventures!



Safaa contributed significantly to the Hatch

program, throughout the entire 2020 - 2021 year as

a digital media manager, ambassador, and overall

huge support. Taking her keen interest in graphic

design, social media, and event planning, as well as

her prior work experience with a variety of business

organizations, to develop and enhance Hatch’s

social platforms. Specifically, Safaa created and

coordinated the #HatchItOut campaign that

highlighted the entrepreneurial journeys and

successes of entrepreneurs who have benefited from

Hatch’s events and resources over the years. In doing

so, Safaa has helped bolstered Hatch’s online

presence, following, and engagement with the

community, both internal and external to Carleton

University. 

Safaa Abouelhouda

Digital Media Manager 

MEET THE TEAM 
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 FALL 2019 - WINTER 2020 EVENTS 



 FALL 2019 WRITE-UP 

Pitch Night (1st Round) 
On October 1st, 2019, Hatch hosted the first round of Pitch Night for the

2019-2020 academic year. The event had roughly 70 students in

attendance, of which 14 students pitched their companies or ventures and

9 were admitted into the Incubator Program for the fall semester. 

Enactus x Hatch Entrepreneurship Event 
On October 8th, 2019 we hosted a collaborative event with Enactus

Carleton featuring Mallory Rowan, the founder of LVD Fitness and current

business educator.

Abdou in 3D 
On November 15th, 2019, we hosted Abdou in 3D, an event to dive into the

mind of Abdou Sarr, the co-creator of FILM3D. Set in the Carleton Art

gallery, we sat down to talk about the trials and tribulations of launching a

startup in the tech industry, what it means to be a student entrepreneur, 

 the funny stories that come along with it, and the cool people he's met

along the way. In the spring of 2018, along with his business partner Mo

Alissa, the talented pair co-founded MODU research, subsequently

launching FILM3D that fall. FILM3D is an iOS app that allows users to easily

and affordably capture immersive 3D photos from their phones. Since then,

the app has garnered traffic across the world, amassing some pretty

influential users, such as Childish Gambino, Kendall Jenner, and David

Dobrik.  



 WINTER 2020 WRITE-UP 

Pitch Night (Round 2) 
On February 4th, 2020, Hatch hosted the second round of Pitch Night for

the 2019-2020 academic year. A total of over 100 students attended the

event and we ended up having 8 students pitch their companies and

accepted 6 into the Incubator Program for the winter semester. 

Elle Mills Event 
On February 14th, 2020 for Valentine's Day we hosted a collaborative

event with Clubs and Societies Carleton, The Wellness Centre, and the

GSRC to bring Elle Mills to Carleton University for “Vellentine’s Day, couch

talk with Elle Mills”. This "coach talk" featured Canadian YouTube vlogger

Elle Mills, who has over 1.8 million subscribers and won the "Breakout

YouTuber" category at the 10th Shorty Awards in 2018. The event garnered

significant attention throughout the Carleton community,  with roughly 120

attendees, and a few journalists from the Charlatan. 

 

 

The Drop Pop-Up Event 
On February 27th, 2020, Hatch hosted Tevin Haye, founder of The Drop

and Unavailshop for a pop-up event that featured both of his businesses.

Over 100 students spoke to Tevin during the pop-up event, and

approximately 20 students bought his products during the pop-up, in

support of Ottawa’s local businesses. 

 



 FALL 2020 - WINTER 2021 EVENTS 



 FALL 2020 WRITE-UP 

 New Networking Workshop
In the fall Hatch partnered with  TECHNATION Canada to host a two-part

LinkedIn Learning Masterclass led by Dean Delpeache. Held on September

30th and  October 7th, each respective masterclass had over 70 students

in attendance from across the country.

Hackathon: Forecasting the New Normal
On the weekend of November 13th, Hatch hosted their first virtual

hackathon alongside partners TECHNATION Canada, The Sprott School of

Business, & Amazon Web Services. Students were challenged to design a

product or service that could solve one of the many problems facing our

society during the COVID-19 pandemic. Three prizes were granted to

students with the best concept and pitch, with cash prizes amounting to

$8,000. 

Startup Fest
Between November 18th and 19th, Hatch partnered with the Carleton

University Students Association (CUSA), and the Sprott Business Students’

Society (SBSS) to launch the 1st Startup Fest at Carleton University. This

two-day virtual conference had over 100 attendees, 10 local start-ups and

10 student-owned businesses.



 WINTER 2021 WRITE-UP 

Pitch Night (Round 1 & 2)
This year, Hatch held two Pitch Nights, the first on January 12th and the

second on the 25th, between these events 18 founders pitched their

ventures, 14 of which were admitted into the 2021 Incubator Cohort.

2021 Legacy Conference
On March 26th, Hatch attended and was a partner for the 2021 Legacy

Conference. This event had over 300 students in attendance worldwide, of

which 25 represented Hatch. 

Hatch Startup Showcase
To cap off the end of the winter 2021 incubator program, Hatch hosted its

Startup Showcase, on May 3rd, whereby 8 of the 14 cohort members

pitched their ventures to highlight the progress they'd made as well as for

the chance to win the $1,000 grand prize. 

 

Circular Economy Student Challenge
Between May 5th and May 14th, Hatch partnered with TECHNATION

Canada and the Sprott School of Business to host the second virtual

student challenge of the year. The Circular Economy Student Challenge

had over 300 registrants from post-secondary institutions across Canada

and awarded over $15,000 to the top three winning teams. 



Each year, Hatch selects a group of creative and hard-working undergraduate

students to develop their ideas into a customer-facing startup or develop and build

upon an existing venture. Since the fall of 2019, our program has had a facelift.  

 

Throughout the 2019–2020-year, Hatch ran its 8-week fall and winter semester

incubator program. In September, we recruited a "cohort" of 10 businesses, and in

January a "cohort" of 6 businesses, through an event called ‘Pitch Night’. The 8-week

program runs through October to November, and February to March, and consists of

weekly round-table strategy sessions called Brown Bag Lunches, as well as one-to-

one meetings that are exclusive to our cohort. In addition to this, Hatch also runs

regular workshops and events open to the entire Carleton community. By the end of

the programs, we encourage our cohort to look into other programs such as those

offered at Invest Ottawa (pre-accelerator program and accelerator program) and

Next36, that can provide resources and services to enrich their entrepreneurial

development.  

 

Following the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the entirety of Hatch’s programming

was moved online. With this, over the course of the summer, the directors took the

opportunity to re-develop Hatch’s incubator program to better cater to the changing

needs of Carleton students. These changes included expanding the program by a

month to increase students’ access to professional mentoring, topic-specific

informative and skill-building workshops led by industry experts, along with continued

support from the directors and fellow student entrepreneurs.  

The 2021 winter incubator saw fourteen idea and early-stage ventures go through

the program, comprised of both tech and non-tech ventures with student founders

from a wide range of academic disciplinary backgrounds. The program itself offered

10 informative workshops led by industry experts and was kicked off with two pitch

nights. Completion of the program was marked by the Startup Showcase, held on

May 3rd, this event highlighted the progress of our cohort and provided an

opportunity for the founders to pitch their venture for a chance to win some cash!

For the showcase, we brought back two of our industry experts to provide feedback

on founders’ pitches and aid in the decision process for awarding 3 cash prizes to

different founders, including the grand prize, social impact award, and crowd

favourite.



WINTER 2021

FALL 2019 - WINTER 2020



OUR HIGHLIGHTS 



FUTURE OUTLOOK
Hatch’s role within the Carleton community is expanding, as we seek not

only to reach a greater number of students but also to diversify the

variety of faculties represented in our incubator cohort. Furthermore, we

would like to see Hatch play a more significant role in enabling inter-

faculty collaboration and innovation on campus. In the short term, this

can in part be achieved through the strengthening of our close

relationship with the Sprott School of Business, in tandem with our

evolving position as part of Carleton University’s new Innovation Hub, in

both the virtual and physical space. 

Looking forward, we encourage future directors to nurture Hatch’s

relations with current partners and sponsors, while also forging new

relations with academic institutions and external organizations of

strategic interests in and outside of Ottawa.  With the goal that one day

the Hatch incubator program and and will become a recognizable and

leading force within Canada’s entrepreneurial community, that will serve

to connect, equip and empower creative and innovative minds on both a

national and international level.



@cusahatch

hatchcarleton

hatch@cusaonline.ca

www.hatchcusa.ca

@cusahatch


